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3 Somerton, 

Portrane Road, 

Donabate 

Co. Dublin 

 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I would like to submit a submission on the additional information submitted by the applicant on 16th 

February 2015 in relation to Planning Application ABP Reference PL06F.PA0037 and Fingal County 

Council Reg. Ref. SID/01/14, which comprises of a strategic infrastructure development for the 

proposed National Forensic Mental Health Service (NFMHS) Hospital at St.Ita’s Hospital, Portrane, 

County Dublin. 

This submission is being made following receipt of correspondence from An Bord Pleanála on 27th 

February 2015 which states that any submissions/observations must be received on or before 5.00 

pm. on Monday 23rd March 2015.   

Accordingly, I respectfully request that An Bord Pleanála considers the contents of this observation 

in determining the decision of this planning application. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

---------------------- 

Cllr. Adrian Henchy 
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INTRODUCTION 

Councillor Adrian Henchy 

 

As previously stated, I am cognisant of the long history of Mental Health provision at Portrane dating 

back over 100 years with St. Ita’s forming the heart of the Portrane and greater Donabate 

community offering employment and a social hub to the area throughout this 100 year plus history. 

In my original submission to An Bord Pleanála (hereinafter referred to as “An Bord”) I expressed full 

support for the location of the proposed new National Forensic Hospital at St. Ita’s Portrane as this 

would be a positive development for the area. It is my belief that the redevelopment of the St. Ita’s 

Campus would bring renewal to the area as a whole and the proposal will bring positive benefits to 

the area and social life of Portrane and Donabate. Having originally supported the application, this 

support was founded on the HSE addressing a number of serious concerns within the proposal which 

I had previously outlined in my original submission. These concerns were detailed as follows: 

1. Construction Phase, Access, Roads. 

2. Community Gain 

3. Operations of the New Hospital/Plans for the old Hospital 

4. Forestry and Drainage 

5. Residents of Portrane Avenue and Car Parking 

6. The Local National Schools 

7. Community Liaison Officer 

8. St Ita’s Walled Garden 

 

I would like to note from reading the additional information submitted, the HSE/Applicant has not 

satisfactorily addressed any of the core issues of Community Concern. I would make particular 

emphasis to the construction traffic and the absolute need to condition as part of a planning grant 

the development of the Haul Road. I can no longer support the current application following the 

additional information provided and the total lack of addressing the concerns raised. It is also of 

note the Applicant has failed to submit all the necessary documentation for review by the Bord. No 

finalised Construction Management Plan, Traffic Management, Mobility Management Plan, Dust 

Minimisation Plan etc were submitted. 
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1.  Construction Phase, Access and Road 

As already noted in my original submission, I have concerns regarding Section 6.5.1 ‘Construction 

Phase’ of the EIS. I am of the opinion the Applicant does not refer to and/or address any of my 

concerns over construction impacts, traffic, noise, vibration, air emissions. Though required, the 

Applicant’s further additional information submission does not include a detailed assessment of the 

impact of the proposed development on the air quality – exhaust emissions, dust, etc at construction 

phase - along the proposed routes of construction traffic. In respect of dust generated by 

construction traffic, the submission refers to a Dust Management Plan which has not been 

submitted. I do not consider that the Applicant HSE can reasonably reach the conclusions it has in 

the area of air quality as the EIS does not contain the appropriate detail to do so.  

In addition, the concerns I expressed over proposed mitigation measures are also not addressed. 

Comments on the ‘Construction Noise & Vibration Management Plan’ go unanswered within the 

additional information submitted.  

The HSE are to create a high quality health care campus at St Ita’s Portrane which will require strong 

linkages to Portrane and Donabate. The HSE should promote the physical integration of St. Ita’s 

Campus with the local community. 

The Applicant has not provided a Construction / Contractor Management Plan with sufficient detail 

to fully assess the impacts which will arise from same. To ensure the community is involved in the 

development of the Construction / Contractor Management Plan a community liaison condition is 

required. The Applicant does not refer to or recommend such a condition. The proposals provided 

with respect to community liaison are inadequate. 

Although required, the Applicant’s further information submission does not include a detailed 

assessment of the impact of the proposed development on the air quality – exhaust emissions, dust, 

etc at construction phase - along the proposed routes of construction traffic. In respect of dust 

generated by construction traffic, the submission refers to a Dust Management Plan which has not 

been submitted. I do not consider that the Applicant’s EIS can reasonably reach the conclusions it 

has in the area of air quality as the EIS does not contain the appropriate detail to do so. 

The following points are made in response to Punch’s report: ‘Responses to Observations by FCC 

Transportation 

Planning Section’: 

1. The Punch response under Point 1 exemplifies the Applicant’s ‘do nothing’ response to all traffic 

concerns raised. In this case, FCC asks for a second entrance to be considered. The Applicant’s 

response is disappointing to repeat the original planning submissions that the second entrance is not 

required. The Applicant, as is standard in this planning application, is referring to the Operational 

Phase only and not to the Construction Phase. An Bord should request details on the impact during 

the proposed construction phase. In the event this planning application is granted, I would request 

two entrances as detailed further in this submission. 
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The Punch response under Point 3 sought: “A detailed assessment of the traffic in Donabate village 

centre, including consideration of possible right turn pockets at the junctions of the R126 with 

Turvey Avenue and Balcarrick Road”. Without providing specific details of the construction traffic 

proposed to travel through Donabate if planning permission is granted, Punch propose measures 

which would themselves impact on the local community and its use of these roads. These include: 

- Road widening: The Punch report does not specify when the proposed road widening will take 

place. I would welcome the road widening as since my election I am lobbying the Council 

monthly for improvements on this road especially around the two local National Schools. Whilst 

I welcome improvements to the R126 and footpath I am also very realistic to know this will 

have an impact on the local community with tail backs. The programme of works within the 

Punch report is most welcome but I am unclear as to whom is carrying out these works. I know 

from the Area Committee meetings that there are significant issues in regard to these 

programme of works, for example, a lot of the land is in private ownership and the Council 

budget for the year is already set and they are not in a position financially to carry out all of 

these proposed works. 

 

- Traffic lights on the R126/Turvey Avenue junction: I would not agree with the proposed traffic 

lights temporary or permanent being installed on this junction simply to facilitate this project. 

The traffic lights would not be required if local roads infrastructure were adequate to serve the 

proposed development. Traffic lights would cause queuing and result in significant traffic delays 

for local residents at this location. 

 

- The R126/Balcarrick (New Road) junction:  “A right turn pocket wide enough to allow Heavy 

Commercial Vehicles [is this a Heavy Goods Vehicle – a HGV – or not?] to pass is not possible” – 

what does this mean? Are everyday users of the junction meant to simply suffer during the 

construction period because the junction is simply inadequate and nothing can be done? Even 

the Road Safety Auditors have dismissed mitigation measures as too unsafe. 

 

- Limiting the times of construction vehicle movements: The movement of construction vehicles 

before 9:30am should be prohibited. That is, no construction vehicle should enter the R126 

before 9:30am and between 12:30pm and 3pm. The means for monitoring and enforcing this 

should be set out. Queuing of construction vehicles after the 9:30am mark and around the 

12:30pm and 3pm cut off times, as they seek to enter/exit the area should be planned and not 

allowed to cause traffic jams. The limitation of time for Construction Traffic will hold no bearing 

to the reality of this area. Currently all four local Schools use our paths during school hours to 

attend Sports grounds and also for Nature walks and School tours this time delay for Schools 

will not address the serious traffic concerns. 

 

- Footpath widening on public land: This proposal is simply tokenism. The road cannot safely 

accommodate two way construction traffic and pedestrians, so irrespective of the damage such 
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road widening would have on the character of Donabate; Punch argues that this is the only 

solution. Where would pedestrians walk during the period of constructing the widened 

footpath? How would the behaviour of HGVs be monitored to ensure they do not encroach 

onto even the widened footpath? 

 

2. Community Gain 

When deciding to grant permission for strategic infrastructure development,  An Bord  may attach 

conditions in the normal manner e.g. as specified in section 34(4) of the 2000 Act. Where an IPPC or 

Waste Licence  is required, An Bord  cannot impose conditions relating to the control of emissions 

from the activity concerned. 

Conditions may include the following:- 

• A condition providing for ‘community gain’. Such a condition may require the construction or 

the financing, in whole or in part, of a facility or the provision of a service in the area in which the 

proposed development would be situated and which An Bord considers would constitute a gain 

to the community. 

• A condition controlling the use of land adjoining, abutting or adjacent to the application site 

which is under the control of the Applicant where it is expedient for the purposes of or in 

connection with the development or appropriate for conserving a public amenity on the 

adjoining, abutting or adjacent lands. 

• A condition providing that points of detail relating to a specific issue may be agreed between 

the Planning Authority and the person carrying out the development. Any such agreement must 

be confined to the points specified by An Bord. In default of agreement, the matter may be 

referred to An Bord for determination. 

• A condition requiring the payment of a financial contributions under development or 

supplementary development contribution schemes made by planning authorities under sections 

48 and/or 49 of the 2000 Act as amended and including any special contributions under 

s.48(2)(c). 

As I have clearly outlined above, I would request An Bord to condition proper Community Gain if 

granting permission. I would like to note that in the Additional Information there was no change by 

the HSE as to what construes realistic community gain. I would further like to note that the 

Applicant/HSE did not engage in “meaningful consultation” with the Community prior to the 

lodgement of the application nor did they consult prior to lodging the additional information. The 

Applicant/HSE held very little meetings with the Community on this proposal. The first meeting was 

an AGM of the Donabate Community Council which would not have the numbers compared to other 

AGM’s of Societies, Clubs and Organisations on the Peninsula. I would also like to note that the 

second public meeting was held in the Educate Together National School which was well attended 

due to all local organisations and sports groups advertising the meeting. At this meeting Professor 

Harry Kennedy explained that as part of the move to Portrane, the HSE and Hospital would like  to 

be “good neighbours”. This has not been demonstrated in both the planning application and the 

additional information where most of the Community concerns were not met satisfactorily. 

Furthermore,  the Applicant/HSE did not consult with the four local Schools or any Club other than 



Submission on the Additional Information National Forensic Mental Health Services Hospital 

  
Cllr. Adrian Henchy                                    Fingal County Council                                                                      8 
 

those who used their lands prior to lodging the significant Additional Information. Two of the 

National Schools and one sports club will be neighbours to the new development and it is my 

considered opinion that  they should have been consulted.  The Applicant/ HSE state that the 

proposal of the development itself is a community  gain. This could arguably be said of most 

strategic infrastructural developments. The Applicant/ HSE are prepared to build a state of the art 

building and facilities within the overall Campus regeneration but they are not willing to look after 

the community of Donabate and Portrane who had been willing to negotiate with them given the 

long standing history of Mental Health within Donabate and Portrane.  

Fingal  County Council  submitted the following in relation to Community Gain : It should be noted 

that Items  3-6 [reuse, maintenance and management of buildings; rerouting the public rights of 

way; woodland and biodiversity management and the conservation of the existing hospital buildings] 

are requirements laid down in the CDP (as varied) and notwithstanding that these will be beneficial 

to the local community, these are mandatory, and not discretionary requirements, which must be 

satisfactorily addressed by the SID application. 

It would appear the HSE/Applicant recognise and are willing to acknowledge some form of 

Community Gain towards St Ita’s AFC and Portrane Athletic Football Club who presently occupy 

there grounds but at the same time give no recognition or acknowledgement to the many other 

local clubs and groups who also have long established links and associations with St Ita’s Hospital 

dating back to the 1900’s but who currently operate and run their activities just outside the Hospital 

Campus  boundary. In recent years the winding down and ultimate closure of St Ita’s Hospital has 

had a devastating impact on a lot of these groups with the loss of the facilities that had been 

provided by the Hospital , for example the Donabate Portrane Dramatic Society have long 

established links with St Ita’s but have had to stop using the Hospital as it ceased to operate but the 

Society continue to operate in our community despite having no home/venue for rehearsals or to 

stage plays. Another example is St Ita’s Portrane Hockey Club who played at the St Ita’s Hospital 

campus from 1909 until 1999 but with the Hospital winding down with no facilities for female 

players , the club moved temporarily to Dublin Airport where they have operated until today. 

Numerous sports were played on the Sports Campus at St Ita’s including Soccer, Hockey, Gaelic 

Games and Athletics and due to the winding down of the Hospital a lot of these Sports Clubs needed 

to move away from the Hospital. Indeed some winded down altogether ,for example the Athletics 

Club which in recent years has been revived locally but have no facility to carry out their activities 

other than local roads. While fully respecting the current occupiers St Ita’s AFC and their plans for 

developing Soccer at this site, it may also  be worth considering  redeveloping this sports campus as 

a modern facility for the community back to its formal glory. 

The commerative plaque for the  cemetery is an insult to all those patients buried within the 

grounds as presently the only way of knowing it is burial ground is by the single cross at the 

entrance. At the very least this sacred ground needs to be formally recognised as a special place for 

all of the hundreds of former patients and Irish citizens that are buried there with names on the 

plaque. This area needs to be upgraded and modernised as a proper tribute to all those who have 

been laid to rest there. 
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St. Patrick' GAA Club 

St. Patrick's GAA Club is situated in Ballymastone alongside their neighbours St Ita’s AFC Football 

Club. Presently they have concerns over parking and traffic to and from the Club and since my 

election I have been working with the Council to try and alleviate this issue. St. Patrick's are situated 

in close proximity to the new proposed National Forensic Hospital and the plan to use shared access 

for the construction with points men, in my opinion, causing even more traffic issues. At times the 

lane is impassable and can be blocked by cars which causes concern if emergency services were 

required. 

Presently there is no pedestrian access to the grounds and pedestrians and cyclists use the same 

narrow road to enter and exit the grounds. Even with the proposed construction traffic exemption 

times, this will have little bearing on the Club's usage as presently all four schools use the pitches 

daily  within the school hours and after school hours. St Patrick' s GAA run numerous camps during 

the year and last year they ran the biggest juvenile  summer camp in Dublin. The planned sharing of 

lanes for construction traffic will have an effect on the Club's  fundraising initiatives due to the safety 

of members and long delays that will entail with points men and traffic. I am also very disappointed 

that the HSE had no consultation with the Club prior to submitting the planning application while  

they did consult with the two other Sports Clubs neighbouring the site. 

Within the additional information the Applicant/HSE have submitted the following response with 

regards drainage. 

“A comprehensive flood study of the wetlands has been carried out and the results of this study show 

that there are no increased risks of flooding to areas outside the wetlands due to the development of 

the NFMHS Hospital. This study has been accepted by Fingal County Council. This study is based on 

the calculated surface water discharges from the NFMHS Hospital and does include for the proposed 

tree removal and regarding of levels at the site. The study does recognise that the wetlands area 

floods and this was never in question. The presence of standing water on fields and pitches in the 

area is most likely due to local conditions, such as the availability of pitch drainage, and this situation 

will not change due to the construction of the NFMHS Hospital.”  

I would like this to be noted from the additional information, that the Applicant/ HSE do not see the 

Club having issues with drainage only present drainage. The Club presently has serious drainage 

issues and through the winter months the flooding has caused the pitches to be unplayable more 

often than not. The Club  does  not have alternative grounds to use and typically  Club Members 

need to leave the Peninsula to use alternative playing fields  such as All Weather Pitches. With the 

planned  cutting down  of over 900 trees , there will be drainage issues and this will leave the ground 

surface on the playing fields  even more unplayable  due to where they are situated.  

I have met with the Club several times over recent weeks and there are serious concerns with the 

shared construction route and the vulnerability to pedestrians and cyclists. I would further like to 

note that St. Patrick,s GAA Club have had no consultation with the Applicant/HSE on proposed safety 

traffic measures.  

Only recently four houses were developed on Newbridge Avenue which caused huge flooding issues 

to the area which had not been foreseen within the planning application which was granted. After  
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lobbying the Council the Council  had to put a flood relief plan in at a cost. This cost has been 

factored into the overall Council budget and has taken away from other areas of concern. The Club 

should  get a percentage  of Community Gain for this reason. 

ST ITA’s AFC 

St Ita’s AFC has had a long established and distinguished association with St Ita’s Hospital and since 

formation, have used the grounds within the Campus. To discuss a lease for this Club is an insult to 

the Club who have had primary membership through the staff of the Hospital. St Ita’s AFC only 

recently acquired lands at Ballymastone - an additional five acres of playing fields. They neighbour 

with St Patrick's GAA Club and will have the same concerns as the GAA club with regard to traffic and 

safety. They are presently developing an All Weather Pitch on their grounds at Ballymastone and this 

will most definitely see more footfall in the winter months when pitches are off. They are fortunate 

as they have two areas of pitch use. The newly acquired pitches at Ballymastone and their recent 

increase in Juvenile Members, particularly in their female section, have proved the Club are going 

from strength to strength but presently they have no facilities at Ballymastone and no access to 

toilets which in itself is a health and safety problem. The Club will  now have serious drainage issues 

alongside  St. Patrick's GAA Club. 

Portrane Hockey Club 

Since my previous submission on the application, I am delighted that there has been a breakthrough 

and the All Weather Pitch has now been addressed and  is very near completion. 

The completion of the All Weather Pitch is obviously a very positive step for the Club and now the 

Club will need to fundraise hard to acquire storage equipment and a portacabin for the Club to 

operate within the site. Presently the site has no operational facilities and the members will have to 

walk a long distance for basic  toilet and  changing  facilities.. The  Club was also disappointed at the 

lack of recognition for the ninety years that the  Club played  at the St. Ita's Hospital  Campus.  

 

 Lambay Sports Academy 

Since the formation of Lambay Sports Academy  after the disbandment of the previous athletics  

Club when St Ita’s was starting to wind  down, the  Club have never had a permanent base and they 

endeavour to rent space s within local halls for their Club. They have issues with storage and whilst  

the numbers  are growing they have had to implement a waiting list as they cannot facilitate so 

many  juveniles  in a safe  environment and adhering to best codes of practice. The Club have 

engaged fully with Fingal County Council in trying to source accommodation. The HSE met with the 

Club after the planning application had been submitted and discussions had taken place with LSA 

having  access  to land on the St. Ita's Hospital  campus  to carry out their activities. However,  I note 

in the Additional Information this has not been addressed and the Club has had no further 

consultation  with the HSE. 
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Portrane Athletic Football Club 

Portrane Athletic Football  Club had planning permission granted to them in 2000 for a change of use 

from agricultural  land to football  playing  pitches. For the past fifteen years the Club have rightfully  

considered this their home which they have invested in heavily. Up until this application the Club 

was not in a position to seek National  Grant  Aid  nor any grants as they had no lease  which left 

them in a position  where they could not develop the land as they would have intended  to.  As the 

Club have developed this site , I would not call a lease  a  community gain. With respect, this lease  

should  have been recognised and  granted  many years ago.   

3. Operations of the New Hospital 

As already stated in my original submission, the concerns of isolation on the Peninsula  with regard 

to a minimal policing presence and security within the area,  is of serious concern to the 

communities of Donabate and Portrane.  I do not  believe that a letter of support from An Garda 

Siochana addresses these concerns as clearly no real security plan has been outlined and the 

appointment  of a Liaison  Officer in due course gives little comfort to the residents  on the 

Peninsula.  I would also like to note that in the Additional  Information, the Applicant has referred to 

interaction with local Gardai s not normally envisaged and is very rare in the Dundrum campus. This 

is concerning as while interaction is rare, it is still at times needed as we have no Garda presence  in 

Donabate or Portrane with the nearest Garda Station eight miles away in Swords. What 

management plan has been provided in the absence of a Gardaistation within this planning 

application? In my original submission I accepted a provision of a Garda station is not within the 

remit of the Applicant but I did request that at the very least for the community of Donabate and 

Portrane, there must be a strong policy direction around security and I don’t believe this has been 

fully addressed within the additional information. 

Transport System  

Within the Additional Information the Applicant has referred to St Ita’s as well located with 

transport links by road to the M1 and M50 and it is therefore readily accessible for Staff and 

Visitors from all parts of Ireland. I can accept this statement if every Staff Member and 

Visitor is driving but my opinion would be that not everyone is in a position to drive and 

members of the public do rely on public transport as their mode of transport. Within my 

submission I requested that the Applicant consult with both Dublin Bus and Iarnrod Eireann. 

This has clearly not happened as only recently Dublin Bus announced the privatisation of the 

33b service, the only regular service on the Peninsula. I also note as outlined in Section 17.1 

of the Traffic and Transportation Report prepared by Punch, a shuttle bus will be provided 

by the HSE to operate from the Donabate  Train Station to the facilities on site. The 

proposed times for return journeys are outlined below 7.40am, 8.40am, 9.15am, 1.00pm, 
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4.30pm, 5.30pm, 6.30pm, 7.30pm, 8.30pm. 147 A’s more frequent schedule is not required 

due to the fixed hours for staff and visitors and the above will provide an adequate service. 

The times listed have not been in consultation with Iarnrod Eireann as the Bus will arrive at 

the station and no train will be there for the staff or visitors. The train timetable to Donabate 

and the City is limited and not as frequent as the Dart services, also it should be noted the 

weekend service are even more limited. I would also request that An Bord condition the 

integration of the shuttle bus service within the local community of Donabate and Portrane 

as a community initiative bus. 

As previously stated,  I b 

elieve a proper pedestrian/cycleway corridor between the new hospital and Donabate train 

station needs consideration and I was disappointed to note that this was not part of the 

Additional Information. 

      Local Employment  

I was disappointed to note that the HSE did not respond in its third party response to my 

request that at least  ten percent of the construction employees including subcontractors 

are from the local population and I would now request that An Bord  condition this as part of 

a grant for the reasons  stated previously.     

      Bond Condition 

I have real concerns with the HSE reply to a Bond Condition as “The HSE have concerns with 

regards to the potential imposition of a Bond condition. Such a commitment by the HSE 

would sterilise a large sum of capital funding allocation that is allocated for development of 

healthcare projects on an annual basis. The HSE has given a full commitment to implement 

the Woodland and Biodiversity Management Plans and appointed both an ecologist and 

arborist, which, in conjunction with the implementation period, will ensure that 

commitments are fulfilled”. 

I am very disappointed that the HSE are not willing to give a bond to Fingal County Council 

and I believe this is another insult to the community. Without a bond there is no way of 

ensuring that any issues will be dealt with and paid for by the HSE. The Community has no 

assurance that if our roads are damaged that the HSE will repair them as throughout the 

Additional Information they have said they only have a certain budget. 

 4. Forestry and Drainage 

What is the justification for the removal of 961 trees which have a huge impact within the site 

presently? To remove these trees will without doubt have consequences on the surrounding 

hinterland. I am not convinced that the removal of these trees will not have an impact on 

surrounding sites and I do believe there will drainage issues, as presently some areas within the 

campus and surrounds have over the years become waterlogged from drainage issues. The removal 

of such of trees will have an impact on the natural wildlife in the area. I requested that the 

HSE/Applicant revise their original proposal and it’s very disappointing to see that there has been no 
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change. I would once again  urge An Bord to condition instructions around the felling of so many 

trees and to ensure that any new trees should not be planted within 3 metres of the surface water 

network. 

5.     The Residents of Portrane Avenue 

In my original observation I wrote about the need for a second entrance to the Hospital considering 

that some of the residents have lived on the Avenue for more than 40 years. In the most recent 

development on the St Ita’s campus, a haul road was constructed for the Knockamann Development 

and the residents feel strongly that this should be reinstated as the main entrance or an alternative 

route for the National Forensic Hospital. 

 I note that the applicant HSE have stated in 1.1.11, “St Itas has provided Mental health 

services since the early 1900’s and today is still very active healthcare campus providing a 

range of Healthcare Services for approximately 127 patients. The HSE recognises that 

unfortunately there is presently a stigma associated with Mental Health Services. The stigma 

refers to negative attitudes towards people living with Mental illness leading to their 

separation and exclusion from society. This stigma and separation surrounding mental illness 

is a barrier to the improvement of Mental Health services. The provision of a separate access 

to the NFMHS Hospital would only serve to further stigmatise and alienate the patients of 

the NFMH services and their families from the rest of the St. Ita’s Campus.” This is an 

absolute insult to the people of Donabate and Portrane who have a long tradition of Mental 

Health provision with St Ita’s forming the heart of the Portrane and greater Donabate 

community offering employment and a social hub to the area over it’s 100 year history. The 

statement for reasons to not have a second entrance is unfounded in the area as most of the 

residents of Donabate and Portrane broadly supported the Hospital relocation and the 

opportunities it would create. 

 

 I also noted in my original observation that the recent security barrier on the avenue is 

causing stress to the residents on the avenue as the barrier is now causing traffic issues on 

the Avenue that was not previously there. This in my opinion can be resolved by a second 

entrance to the hospital. This in fact has segregated the residents from the rest of the 

Campus which over the 100 year history has never been the case previously. Having a barrier 

and security staff present is not in keeping with the tradition and principal of open access. 

 

 I also noted that within the current proposal it is proposed to build a generic car park before 

you come to houses on the Avenue. I gave a summary as to why in my opinion this should 

not go ahead and I note in the additional information the HSE/Applicant have responded to 

this: 
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“Cars which currently park on the road are to be provided with off street parking to the rear 

of the cottages, if deemed appropriate, and double yellow lines will be placed on Portrane 

Avenue to prevent on-street parking”.  

 

I would respectively request  An Bord  to force the Applicant to condition this as part of   the 

planning application and it is not for the HSE to decide if they deem it appropriate as further 

in the report they state that the car park will be landscaped and planted with trees and 

shrubs  to soften its impact on the setting of the cottages. This  does not demonstrate it to 

be in accordance with the proper planning and development of the area. 

 

 I would further like to note that the sharing of facilities across the whole campus can be     

maintained even with a separate access point to the Hospital. The second entrance is also 

necessary so that the HSE don’t prejudice future development potential on existing lands . 

By having a separate entrance will ensure the development potential of the existing St Ita’s 

campus will be developed to it’s maximum potential. The Applicants response of shared 

facilitates is not demonstrated in evidence provided and therefore it has to be dismissed. 

 

6. The Local Schools 

I am not happy that the HSE has not had any consultation with the local Schools and in particular the 

schools that will be mostly affected by the proposed  construction route.  

I would be extremely worried of the risk that our local national school pupils will endure through the 

Construction phase of this application. Presently Pupils attending St Patrick's Boys National School 

and St Patrick's Girls National School already face difficulties when walking or cycling due to very 

narrow pathways and congestion at the schools in the mornings and afternoons. While  I appreciate 

there will be limits on construction traffic times, I do not see a plan on how this will be implemented. 

The Schools cannot encourage walking to School and presently teachers are still outside the school 

before school time to assist Pupils entering the School safely. Limiting the construction traffic time 

will also  not aid the School as all  four local  Schools  do take their pupils out during school hours 

and with the opening of the new All Weather Pitch in order to utilise this facility,  the pupils  will 

walk back and forth to the pitch on a daily basis. The Schools  will also utilise  St. Patrick's GAA 

pitches  and I cannot  see how the Pupils  will be able to walk to the pitches with the construction 

traffic utilising the same lane and no pedestrian access. At a time where Physical Education in this 

country is so important, the Schools may have to stop the utilisation of local pitches due to the 

safety risks for pedestrians. 

7. Community Liaison Officer 

In one of several emergency motions I submitted to the Council I requested “That An Bord Pleanála 

in their report request a planning condition that facilitates local integration with the HSE over the 

currency of the construction by the provision of a community liaison office/officr whose role  would 
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ensure best practices in relation to communication with a number of local representatives vis a vis 

with a working group”. Since the additional information submitted by the HSE, the Community has 

lost confidence and goodwill towards the planning application. It is my belief that with effective 

communication through a Community Liaison Committee, negative impacts on residential amenity 

should not be significant particularly in the medium to long term. It is also my opinion that a 

Community Liaison Officer will  mitigate any negative impacts on the local population  as  

consultation should continue throughout the lifetime of the redevelopment process and will in my 

opinion result in the identification and mitigation of any negative impacts on the local population as 

issues  arise.  

The HSE should assist with the creation of a Campus Liaison Committee. This  committee will build 

on St Ita’s existing relationship with the community. This Community should be made up of Local 

Authority, the HSE, local community representatives, local schools, community organisations, the 

Gardaí and others as issues determine. The HSE should have this committee in place when 

implementing the Construction Management Plan. This will help to regain the trust and confidence 

of the local  community. 

8. St Ita’s Walled Garden 

A disappointing response by the Applicant/HSE having employed a specialist to document the 

gardens and to make recommendations with the proviso that the Applicant /HSE to use these 

buildings at a later date as a therapy garden serving the facility. Throughout the Additional 

Information the Applicant/HSE have explained that they are on a fixed budget and therefore cannot 

afford to build a haul road to alleviate traffic and alleviate the concerns of the residents of both 

Donabate and Portrane. This in my opinion tells me that they will never restore the Old Garden as 

they will not  have the budget. The Community has been lobbying for years to have this restored and 

they are very willing to take it on as a project. The Applicant also states in the third party response 

that The Walled Garden is currently outside the redline boundary for the proposed development. In 

this  case surely they can let  the community of Donabate and Portrane have usage of this area. 

 

Summary 

In my original  submission I expressed strong support for the development and the renewal of St 

Ita’s Hospital Portrane. However, this support was on the clear understanding that the serious 

concerns, as highlighted in many of the local submissions, would be seriously and properly 

addressed by the HSE. 

Frustratingly, and with real disappointment, the HSE have not come anywhere near addressing these 

concerns in their Additional  Information response. What is also really disappointing to me has been 

the total lack of serious engagement and proper consultation between the local community, their 

representatives and the HSE. It is worth remembering that initially this was a development which 

had broad and  welcome support throughout the local community. This was based on the belief that 

there would be a partnership approach to this proposal with the local communitiy's concerns and 

observations properly addressed.  
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Since the release  of the Additional  Information , I have again further attended many meetings 

locally and spoken with various individuals across the peninsula  where the goodwill and warmth 

towards  this proposal  has totally diminished  to the point  were previously  there was support for 

the proposal  but now there is  objection to the planning  proposal in its current form. It is my 

opinion  that this  was all totally unnecessary and regrettable as there was an opportunity for the 

HSE working with the Local Authority to properly address the reasonable and fair observations as I 

outlined in my original submission. The fact that over twenty submissions were submitted from 

within local organisations should not be under estimated as all of these local organisations broadly 

represent a significant proportion of the population of Donabate and Portrane.  I was also very 

disappointed that an oral hearing was not called given the scale of the proposed development and 

the fact that an oral hearing was granted in the case of the National Children’s Hospital. I hereby 

wish to state the following: 

1. Request  An Bord to set out a specific  timeframe for the Construction Phase. 

2. Community gain is inefficient considering the impact this proposed development will bring 

to Donabate and Portrane. The fact that the HSE in the Additional  Information  response 

did nothing to address this, is an insult to the Community and I respectfully  request  An 

Bord Pleanála to recommend a financial contribution/levy as a social dividend for the 

Community  set  at  a reasonable  figure of 4-5% of the overall  project cost. 

3. Re-route the construction traffic away from the village via a temporary road as already 

approved by Fingal County Council. 

4. Regularise  the legal position guaranteeing any re-routed rights of way through the St. Ita’s 

complex prior to any work to these  existing rights of way. 

5. Condition as part of a grant of permission, a separate entrance to the Hospital to ensure 

proper planning and a sustainable  development of the area. 

6. Request clarification of further Additional Information from the HSE to address  the concerns 

again  highlighted within my submission and those of others. 

7. Forestry and Drainage - I would request that An Bord  cap the tree removal  to a minimum to 

protect the drainage and wildlife in the area including  bats. 

8. That An Bord condition a minimum of ten percent of the Staff employed for the construction 

work, including ub ontractors,  be from the local area. 

9. When making conditions that An Bord Pleanála takes into account those already living on 

and visiting the peninsula  with disabilities. 

10. To condition as part of a grant, a proper transport and mobility management plan as 

presently  this  is not correct. 

11. That  An Bord  condition the integration of the shuttle bus service with the local community 

of Donabate and Portrane as a community initiative bus. 
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12. That An Bord condition that a Community Liaison  Officer be appointed  to liaise directly with 

the community and local representatives. 

13. That An Bord condition St Ita's walled garden as it is outside the red line boundary to be 

brought back into restoration with consultation  from the HSE, local representatives and the 

community. 

14. Request  An Bor d  to ensure a bond is given to Fingal County Council until such time as all 

works are completed to the satisfaction of both the Community and Fingal County Council 

including resurfacing of any roads that come in disrepair due to the construction phase. 

 

 

 


