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To whom it may concern,  

 

From the outset I want to commend the Planners on the level work and detail within the Draft Local 

Area Plan for Donabate. This Plan is very comprehensive and deals with a lot of the issues that as a 

Councillor I am addressing and dealing within the Donabate/Portrane Community on a daily basis. 

I would just like you to note some of my observations within the Plan, 

 

 

Housing 

1. That the LAP will provide for energy standards in buildings constructed similar to those 

adopted in other LAPs around Fingal.” 

2. That the residential density guidelines should not be applied in this area given it is on the 

edge of the Dublin Metropolitan area. I would also like to note that the Maximum Number 

of Units in Donabate should have a good mix of different House Types starter homes – First 

time buyers, Family homes, Social Affordable Housing and some rural housing. 

3. That within the LAP detailed planning for the new residential developments must make 

provision for a high degree of permeability, specifically cycling, pedestrian and vehicular 

permeability both between and within those areas connecting to the existing town centre. 

To enhance the degree of permeability, provision should be made for footpaths, cycle ways 

and walkways and the Council must facilitate in particular access to Donabate train station, 

all local schools, Newbridge Demesne, the beaches and major open space at Rogerstown 

and Broadmeadow estuaries.  Permeability must be of the highest design standards and 

address crime prevention/anti-social behaviour concerns of the local community. 

4. That the LAP ensures  that the Social and Affordable housing element in new residential 

housing be at the maximum of 15percent  of all the units being built and the distribution and 

breakdown between Social and Affordable housing are fully integrated within  all new 

residential housing estates and be consistent with current best practice in Fingal.” 

5. That LAP ensures that the phasing of residential development in the Donabate area must be 

constrained to a maximum amount of units per year set out within this plan. 

6. Within the LAP that where new residential developments are built to implement a tree 

planting programme that will not necessitate the cutting down or removal of these trees in 

later years. 



7. Within the LAP to facilitate the policy of 30kph and appropriate Traffic Calming Measures 

within all residential housing developments and to ensure that Children at Play signs are 

erected in all estates. 

8. Within the LAP at the earliest opportunity to enter into discussions with both St Patricks 

Boys and Girls National School and their neighbours to significantly improve the footpath 

provision around the Schools and to allow for the development of a drop off zone for 

vehicles coming to and from the Schools.  

 

 Infrastructure 

1. That the LAP  ensures that the existing town centre of Donabate be enhanced and ensure 

that any other commercial centre to be developed within the Local Area Plan lands does not 

compromise the viability of the existing town centre. 

2. Improve facilities at Donabate Graveyard with provision of more facilities and upgrading of 

current facilities( for example the upgrading and levelling of footpaths , planting and 

replacing of trees , Car parking ,  improved exit and entrance) .Extend the size of Donabate 

cemetery  on the current grounds and explore the possibility of a second entrance through 

the extended area. 

3. Provide for a comprehensive network of pedestrian and cycle ways linking residential areas 

to one another, to the town centre, schools, recreational campus at Ballymastone and 

Donabate railway station. 

4. To Provide for a separate vehicular/pedestrian access to Donabate Train Station from 

Donabate Town Centre. 

5. To provide for a new pedestrian crossing and cycle access along the Turvey Avenue between 

Donabate Train station and Beresford estate into Newbridge House and Park which will bring 

Newbridge much closer to the village and Donabate train station.  

6. Prepare within the LAP for Donabate to guide and inform future development, including 

measures related to car parking in order to facilitate a vibrant mix of retail, cultural and 

residential core and promote the public realm of Donabate Village. 

7. Within the LAP to promote and support the provision of a sewage mains connections for 

Corballis residents and residents of Turvey Avenue (R 132 end), Donabate. 

8. Within the LAP Identify a central location with safe access for a youth facility, which will 

include a skateboard park, Bike track, basketball courts and playgrounds for younger 

children.  

9.  Within the LAP identify a location for a community cultural, exhibition and performing arts 

centre to serve the Donabate Portrane peninsula in consultation with local community 

groups and organisations. To explore the possibility of locating this facility at Donabate 

Portrane Community Centre and also to enter into discussions with the Local Parish Priest 

regards the upgrading and improvement of St Patricks Parish Hall and adjacent grounds. 

10. To remove the provision of a Secondary School at Ballymastone in order to fully create a 

Sports Recreational Campus including a Running Track and to consider locating at another 

location for this Secondary School within other Council lands. 



11 Within the LAP that provision is made for a pedestrian/cycle lane on the Hearse Road and 

also to ensure that the new distributor road provides for Footpath and Cycle on both sides. 

12 Within the LAP consideration is given for the provision of an underground  Multi Storey Cark 

Park at Donabate Train Station given the close proximity to Donabate Town Centre 

13 Within the LAP that provision is made for essential community facilities, specifically Garda, 

Fire and Medical Services, After School Care, and Crèche facilities 

14 Within the LAP that all shop fronts and commercial fronts are consistent and positively 

reflect the character of both the village of Donabate and Portrane. 

15 Within the LAP provision is made for a continuous Path/Cycle Lane  on Turvey Avenue 

allowing safe pedestrian/cyclists access to Donabate Village 

16 Within the LAP that priority within the Plan, for the widening of the narrow dangerous short 

section of the R126 approaching Donabate, from Hillside Cottage to the railway bridge, on 

urgent health and safety grounds. 

17 Within the LAP, Promote an urban streetscape tree planting scheme at appropriate locations 

along the main road through Donabate town centre and down Beaverstown Road. 

18 Within the LAP, at the earliest opportunity to enter into talks with Irish Water, To facilitate 

mains sewage infrastructure on the eastern side of the peninsula including the three local 

golf clubs, hotel and residential areas.  

19 Within the LAP at the earliest opportunity to enter into discussions with both St Patricks 

Boys and Girls National School and their neighbours to significantly improve the footpath 

provision around the Schools and to allow for the development of a drop off zone for 

vehicles coming to and from the Schools.  

20 Within the LAP to address the significant issues of flooding at key location on the Peninsula 

in particular the Portrane Road, Beaverstown Road, Kilcrea/Hearse Road and the Corballis. 

21 Within the LAP, that an assessment is carried out on the Hearse Road to ensure proper 

safety for Motorists, Pedestrian and Cyclists and significant improvements on the quality and 

lay out of the Hearse Road between the M1 and new distributor road and in particular the 

removal of the very dangerous bend on the Hearse Road which has seen numerous serious 

RTA’s in recent times including fatalities. 

 

 

  

Community 

 

1. Within the LAP that a location is identified for a site with the purpose of developing a 

primary health-care centre and that the bulk of the residential planning permissions will be 

granted only when this is provided. 

2. Within the LAP there is a site allocated for Churches. 

 



Sport and Recreation 

 

1. Within the LAP that Ballymastone is designated a major Community Sports Campus within 

lands designated for Playing Fields, Running Track as well as an All Weather  Pitch similar to 

the facility  at Bremore Balbriggan . Also at the earliest opportunity for the local authority to 

enter into discussions with the current and potential future Sporting organisations to 

develop and implement a Master Plan for the Ballymastone Sports Campus to address issues 

like safe access, parking, drainage etc.  

2. Within the LAP at the earliest opportunity to Facilitate the further Development of the All 

Weather Pitch / Multi Use Facility at Ballisk Donabate to ensure it meets the standards to 

accommodate All Ireland Hockey / International Hockey Games. 

3. Within the LAP to ensure to address the continuing very poor network of road , pedestrian , 

cycle access to the Ballymastone Sports Campus from Donabate Village and various 

residential estates. 

  

  

  

Employment  

1. Within the LAP that a site is designated for a Donabate Business Park in close proximity to 

the Village to promote and enhance employment and encourage small and medium size 

businesses to set up in Donabate. 

  

  

Transport  

1. Promote and enhance Donabate Rail Station ( example Platform Shelters )and improved rail 

services to include the development of a shuttle bus service linking Donabate and Portrane 

to Donabate Rail Station and to the proposed new Metro North and commuter bus services 

in Swords. 

2. Within the LAP that where possible, that traffic calming is included as a pre-condition as part 

of the development of all new estates or extensions to existing estates”. 

3. That the LAP provides for bike stations for a public bike scheme at key public transport 

points including Newbridge Park Demesne. 

4. Within the LAP early consultation between the Local Authority and Transport Providers ie . 

Irish Rail, Dublin Bus to ensure there services can provide a sufficient Transport Service to 

fully accommodate the current and future population. 

5. Within the LAP a provision for the installation of Bus Shelters at designated strategic 

locations around the Peninsula there are currently no Bus Shelters around Donabate and 

Portrane  



6. Within the LAP to ensure the  implementation of an early Urban Framework Plan for 

Donabate, in tandem with a Public Realm Strategy and an Integrated Traffic Management 

Strategy, to guide and inform future development and to address issues such as pedestrian 

and cycle permeability, signage, car parking, traffic management and enhancements to the 

town centre core" 

Tourism  

 1. To Implement and progress the Public Realm strategy for Donabate Beach in order to enhance 

both the visitor experience and amenities in this area within this LAP  

2. Within the LAP That Donabate beachfront is provided for a minimum of 200 car parking spaces 

with changing and toilet facilities, including disabled facilities on the Corballis Road with a protected 

pathway to the beach. 

3. Within the LAP implement and progress the public realm strategy for Portrane Beach and Tower 

Bay in order to enhance both the visitor experience and amenities in this area 

4. Within the LAP to ensure the Protection and enhancement within the settings of both St 

Catherines Castle and Bob’s Castle in Portrane.  

5 Within the LAP Develop Donabate Portrane Heritage Trail in conjunction with the local community 

groups and developing links with the neighbouring communities of Swords , Malahide , Lusk and 

Rush. 

6. Within the LAP, to promote the restoration of the Martello Tower at Donabate Beach in 

conjunction with the Public Realm Strategy at this location. 

7. Within the Local Plan Area, to provide for Coastal walkway/cycleway connecting Portrane to 

Donabate and Rush via Rogerstown”. 

8. Within the Local Area Plan, to facilitate and enhance the visitor experience and amenities at 

Newbridge House and Demesnes within the context of the demesnes heritage importance and 

values. 

9 Within the Local Plan that the Local Authority Economic department explore the potential for a 

coordinated tourism approach between FCC and all current Golf Clubs on the Peninsula.  

10 Within the Local Area Plan to reinstate the Water Pump at the lands opposite the entrance to 

Donabate Grave Yard and to make provision for a bench at this location. 

 11. To explore with current owners of Turvey Golf Club in consultation with the local community 

any future plans they may have for tourism/recreation of these grounds.  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 


