
A Chara,

It has been my privilege to serve 
on Fingal County Council as your 
Local Councillor over the past 4 
years. We have achieved a lot in that 
time: infrastructure, sports facilities, 
a better policing presence, road 
improvements, footpath improve-
ments and resurfacing and a lot more 
investment in the community. There 
are still many challenges though- 
housing development, school places, 
greater infrastructure, maintain-
ing and improving a strong Garda 
presence to tackle on-going crime, 
meeting the demand for better, more 
frequent transport are just some 
among many other issues. It prom-
ises to be a busy and challenging 
time ahead and I remain committed 
as ever to serving our community as 
we face these challenges together. 
As a proud Portrane man, now living 
in Donabate, I was also delighted to 
have been elected as Deputy May-
or of Fingal for the period 2017/18. 
During my time as Deputy Mayor, I 
tried to fl y the fl ag of Donabate and 
Portrane at every opportunity and to 
fairly represent the people of Fingal 
in every way I can. 

May I take this opportunity to wish 
you and your family a very Happy 
Christmas and peaceful and prosper-
ous New Year. 

In accordance with the 2016 Donabate Local Area Plan, 1,200 houses were ear-
marked for development on Council owned lands at Ballymastone, Donabate. 
The original proposal for this development was for 50% of these houses (600 
dwellings) to be Social/Aff ordable housing and 50% to be Private housing. 

Housing development on the peninsula has been my Number 1 focus since my 
election as your Local Councillor. Over the last fi ve years I have campaigned to 
ensure that there is a balanced and phased development of Donabate/Portrane 
with appropriate supporting community development and physical infrastruc-
ture. I am pleased to announce that after my extensive work with the various 
departments, the Council has agreed to a revised proposal of 80% Private/
Aff ordable housing and 20% Social housing. It has been a long, hard battle to 
make this happen, requiring long hours working with all stakeholders to ensure a 
positive outcome.

 I welcome the commitment to slowly phase this development at Ballymastone 
beginning at 80 houses a year with a maximum of 100 houses per year being 
delivered every year after year one which will be no earlier than 2020. To sup-
port this, I have requested an Urban Framework Plan to be produced for Don-
abate Town Centre to rejuvenate the centre and I am pleased to confi rm that 
the Council has agreed to this and work will commence in 2019. In addition, the 
new distributor road is progressing well and is expected to open late 2019 which 
should alleviate some of the traffi  c chaos we have experienced on the peninsula 
in recent times.

Better Balance On Donabate
Housing Plan

Henchy
Cllr. Adrian

Donabate, Portrane, Lusk, Rush, Ballyboughal, 
Naul, Oldtown, Balamadun, Garristown

D O N A B AT E  P O R T R A N E  U P D AT E S
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Funding of €456,000 for emergency 
coastal erosion measures in Portrane 
was recently announced by Fingal 
County Council. This work involved 
installing 380 ‘Seabee’ reinforced 
concrete units along the beach to 
reduce the force of waves impacting 
the coastline during stormy con-
ditions. Works began immediately 
to put the concrete units in place 
and the current indications are that 
these units are working but it must 
be stressed, they are an emergency 
intervention to give the Council and 
local community time to put in place 
a sustainable long-term solution. 
This is the culmination of a lot of 
hard work led by Mr. Ray Brett and 
The Burrow Residents Association, 
local councillors, politicians, Fingal 
County Council, OPW and NPWS to 
make this happen.

I met with Barry Kenny of Irish Rail to 
convey the huge number of concerns 
I received from local commuters on a 
wide variety of rail related issues. 

With no active plans to commence 
the DART extension along the 
Northern Commuter Line, and 
a number of bus services being 
consolidated into Swords rather than 
as “Direct to City Centre” routes, 
it is very frustrating for our local 
commuters. I can assure you that 
I will continue engaging with and 
pushing both the NTA and Irish Rail 
to improve our connectivity.

Following the upgrade of Turvey 
Avenue footpath (after the Beverton 
entrance), which eliminated 
safety concerns for pedestrians, 

Badly needed road widening works were to commence at the narrow turn 
after the railway bridge on the Hearse Road but have since been put on hold 
as Fingal County Council are seeking to replace the existing contractor. 

While this is very frustrating given it is such a bottle-neck for buses and 
trucks, which can bring traffi  c to a standstill at the only entrance into 
the village, Fingal County Council had serious concerns with the existing 
contractor and felt this action was necessary. 

We await the appointment of a new contractor in early 2019 but in the 
interim Fingal County Council have put measures in place, and recently the 
Operations Department temporarily widened this stretch of road.

 I will continue to keep raising this issue until such time as a new contractor is 
appointed and the works completed. 

Portrane Coastal 
Erosion Funding

Donabate /
Portrane Rail & 
Bus Services

Footpath upgrades on Turvey Avenue, 
Hearse Road and Portrane Road

Road-Widening At Donabate Bridge

I am working with the Council to 
widen the narrow pathway on the 
Portrane Road (to the Boys and Girls 
National schools) which has long 
been a priority for me, to ensure our 
children have a safe route to school. 

Progress has been made and I hope 
to announce specifi c timelines for 
completion very shortly. 

2019 will also see the installation of 
a continuous footpath at the village 
end of Turvey Avenue and early 
2019 will see the opening of a new 
entrance from Turvey Avenue into 
Newbridge House and Park. 
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Huge progress is being made in 
all our local sporting clubs with 
St. Pat’s GAA hosting President 
of the GAA, John Horan for the 
opening of their new sand-based 
pitch, St. Ita’s AFC planning 
their new all-weather pitch 
development, and Portrane 
Hockey Club continuing to 
grow it’s playing numbers and is 
looking forward to celebrating 
the Club’s centenary year in 
2019. 

Portrane Athletic AFC are also 
improving their facilities on 
the Portrane Road and Lambay 
Sports Academy eagerly await 
news of development within 
Ballymastone Sports Campus. 

Donabate Portrane Tennis 
Club continues to attract new 
members to its impressive new 
playing facilities at Donabate 
Golf Club and I am pleased to 
support the club’s plans to build 
two new tennis courts in 2019.

Donabate-
Portrane 
Sports Clubs 
Thrive

Donabate-
Portrane Policing 
Presence 
Improved

Work at the National Forensic Mental Hospital (NFMHS) in Portrane has 
progressed well and is on target for completion by early 2020. There 
should be a noticeable decrease in truck movements to and from the 
site over the next 12 months as they move into the next phase of the 
development from mainly external works to internal works. 

I continue to meet regularly with both the HSE and the building contractor 
on behalf of our local community and we also have our quarterly 
Community Liaison meetings which are very helpful. 

The contractor is currently undertaking infrastructural improvements on 
Portrane Avenue. 

It was a very busy summer on the peninsula of Donabate/Portrane with a 
number of very successful festivals, beginning with the Flavours of Fingal 
at Newbridge House and Gardens in June followed by the Donabate-
Portrane Summer Festival in August and then the Bleeding Pig Cultural 
Festival in September. 

Congratulations to the organisers of all our local festivals and to Fingal 
County Council for supporting them. I will be calling for further and 
increased investment for all our local festivals in 2019. 

National Forensic Hospital on-track

Donabate Portrane Summer Festivals

I helped secure an increased Garda 
presence on the peninsula over the 
past 12 months to help curb anti-
social behaviour and burglaries. 

Working in tandem with local 
residents, Residents Associations, 
Neighbourhood Watch and An 
Garda Siochana, we have developed 
a specifi c policing approach for 
our local community securing 
a commitment for an ongoing, 
improved Garda presence on the 
peninsula. However, a lot more 
needs to be done to secure a more 
permanent and sustainable policing 
presence on our peninsula and I will 
continue to work closely with the 
district Superintendent to make this 
happen.  
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087 681 4485

adrian.henchy@cllrs.fi ngal.ie

@AdrianHenchy

Councillor Adrian Henchy

Adrianhenchy.ie

Contact Me

In addition to the annual maintenance provided by Fingal County Council for 
the peninsula of Donabate/Portrane, additional funding has been secured 
over 2018-2020 for current, planned and future investment in the area.

Construction on the multi-million euro Donabate Distributor Road is ongoing 
and should be completed by late 2019. This will provide a much needed by-
pass of Donabate with a quicker more direct route to Portrane and a second 
bridge over the railway line.  

€1.5m has been secured in the Council Capital Programme for the develop-
ment and upgrade of the Ballymastone Sports and Recreational Campus. I 
have attended a number of meetings with our local clubs and the Council on 
this project and further meetings are planned for January 2019 to bring this 
project forward. Over €1m will be invested in Newbridge House and De-
mesne to ensure it continues to be a fantastic amenity with its 370 acres of 
walkways, parklands and woods, the historic Newbridge House, the vibrant 
new coff ee shop, the farmyard and walled garden as well as the superb play-
ground and sports facilities. 

There is also a €370,000 Works Programme that was allocated for road 
resurfacing, drainage works, pedestrian crossings and footpath improve-
ments, some of which has already commenced. There was also an allocation 
of funds for the Tidy Towns programme to allow the local Tidy Towns asso-
ciation to maintain its excellent work in the area. I will continue to secure 
further investment for our area to ensure our community remains vibrant 
and well-served. I was also very pleased to help secure funding of €32,000 
specifi cally for a Village Renewal Scheme for Portrane and I look forward to 
seeing the start of this scheme for Portrane during 2019. 

Funding Secured for Peninsula for 2019-2020

 Darragh O’Brien TD

(01) 618 3802
darragh.obrien@oireachtas.ie

Sen. Lorraine Cliff ord–Lee

(01) 618 3747
lorraine.cliff ordlee@oireachtas.ie

Your Team in the Constituency



















The Donabate Distributor Road is 
progressing well and should be open 
by late 2019. It is initially being built 
as a single carriageway but has been 
designed for future expansion to allow 
for a dual carriageway as the popu-
lation expands. Proper traffi  c man-
agement plans are crucial to ensuring 
minimal impact to local residents 
throughout the works and I am closely 
monitoring this with the Council to 
ensure this happens. When complete, 
this will open up a second access onto 
the peninsula and alleviate some of 
the traffi  c build-up of recent years.

Donabate Distributor 
Road to open by 
February 2020
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